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ESVSR HOEHA: AI£MIZA*S AHTI-TnOIST 
tgr Aodrev feUor 

(Writer on political., cultural and social aapecis of CanamlBii) 

Albanian Caoiiuiilat Party chief Knver Bmrha la ona of the few 
leading figures In the Soviet satellite countries vto Is not Hoseov 
trained. This fact has presented no special problesis to tbs Cvnlin. 

For the past tuenty-flve years, Bmrtm has hesn a devoted adtierent of 
Mosoov's policies — with one Important eocoeptlon. 

The point on which Hcxha and his foUowero differ from their 
Soviet coUeaguea Is on the matter of the USSR's desire for rapprochement 
with Tugoalsvla's Marshal Tito. In 194S, vlun the Comlnfona (the new- 
defunct Coomunlst Information bureau) attaoksd Tito 'a national brand 
of camminlem, Hoxba was one of the first to support the denunciation. 

Overnight Tito became, In Hoxha's words, "the greatest mortal 
eneb7 of the Albenlan people." A number of prominent Party members, 
among tbsm Vice Premier and Minister of the Interior Kbol Xoxe,were 
eliminated on charges of being Tltolsts. KoKha has admitted that scma 
12,000 Albanian Party members wars expelled or had "deserted" to Belgrade 
because of the schism. 

Still hostile to Tito, Hoxba today is constrained to follow 
Mosoov's lead and strive for fl-isndly realtions with Yugoslavia, Hs la 
reportedly vary distressed over the matter. 
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Hoxba has also bean Baricvulf anbBrraaaad anotbar^ none 
roceat SoTlat abcnit-faoa. Thle la tba damotlon of Soviet Hirobal Gaorgl 
ZbukOT. Uben tba Murahal ▼lalted Albania In Ootobar, 1957, Hoxba, elatad 
at the visit of midi an Important Sovlat peroonallt 7 , heaped psaana of 
pralae on bim. On October .27, tba dof after Zbukov vae ouatad frcn 
manbareblp in tba .Soviet Comomlat Party IVesldlcm, Albanian papers vara 
atm oanxlng Hcrha'a attlogtes of tba Marabal. Iba Iramlln spparsntljr 
hadn't bothered to let Heodia know of Zhukov's Is^janllng diendsoal. 

Enver vaa bom In 1906 in GJlnokastar, Albania, reportedly 

into a family of small landownars. Another report baa It that ble 
family was deaparately poor and that Hostaa loiew nlsaty and hunger as a 
child. As with tba lives of many Comauniata, It la difficult to separate 
fact from fiction. However, it would seen that Ecxba as a youth bed 
soma kind of financial support for be managed to attend the Batlonal 
tyoee at Korea before going on to the Hnlverslty of Montpelllar in Erenoe. 

Hoccha left tlu tlnlvsraity at the end of bis first year, 
apparently becauee of poor grades. But he did manage to acquire a 
grounding in French led to a post as clerk in the Albanian Con- 

sulate General in Bruasela. It wae two years before the Albenlan 
Government leamad that Hcgcha wae a fraqiiant contributor to the French 
Conunlst Party orpm L'Humanita of artlolea highly critical of )}la 
govamtnant. His appointment was, of courea, then cancelled but odd^ 
enough no punitive action was taken againat bin. Returning to Albania 

■ r 

he continued ble political agitation but it wae not until 1939 that be 



H)VER HCKHAi . AUANIA'S ANTI'^TITOIST 



3 



vas UTSstod on diarges of conspiring to ovorthrow the govaxuusnt. Bis 
prison tom usa trlsf and after teaching school at Kotob for a uhlle 
hs iMnt to Tirana, tba capital, idsere bs opened a tohacco ahop tdilcb 
hecaae a BBotlng~plaoe toe ConmnlstB, 

niyslcally Hoocha la a tall man whose rather handsams features 
ware, until reosntljr, aaoavhat marred hf hla exoeaa weight. Of late, 
hcMOTer, Hnxha has lost considerable poundage, reportedly due to lUnsas. 

He baa consldarable personal charm az>d is an excellent oxat<v, 
with a rather appealing platform manner. Be also has a marked capaolty 
for leaderahlp. ^ ^ 

Eodia fcunded the Albanian Ccamunist Party in 1941, and bs 
Inoediateljr began making positive plans for Conunlst taks'-over of the 
country. Indeed, so thorough was Hoxha that the Cosicunlst coup in 
Albania has frsqiuantly been cited aa possibly an even more classic 
example of subversion than the coup d'e'tat In Cee oho Slovakia. 

During a period tdien his countrymen vers attenptlng to repel 
first the Italian and than the Nasi Invexlers, Hcoha sat as his task tha 
maneuvering of non-ComiiunlBt and antl-Communlst factions in Albania Into 
fitting for the Comunlst. cause under the guise of nationalism. He 
formed the National Liberation Front as a rallying point for Albanians 
determlDsd to liberate their country. 

Rcmha's National Liberation Front bad a fortuldAbla rival in 
the National Fkont, a genuinely natlonsUstlo organization with members 
recruited frcm all ranks except the Comnunistsa 
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Indeed, Hocba's orgenlsatlon ms suspeot trm the first, tut 
In vsrtous resolutions end proclanstlons Its Gatnmnlst eiffillAtlons mre 
Tlgorousl 7 denied. For exaiq;>ls, a proclsaatlon Issued on Julr 10, 1943, 
stated: "All Altanlans Bust understand and brand as foreign propaganda 

the antl-natlonal propagaola r»m pa<g n which allagas the Bovenant of 
Hatlonal Liberation is a Cosmunlst noTesent," 

Thus vfaila In public stateasnts the HLF vas represented as 
noD-Comsinlst, Bozha and his colleagues vere Issuing secret ordere to 
Fart;^ cells to seize control of the national Annt in order to destroy 
It or use It or use it for their own ends at the proper tine. 

In September, 1943, the Albanian Comonist Central Cor> 

Bit tee Issued Ibe following secret directive to Party member e: "^ou arg7 
with relantlees work to discredit the Hatlonal Front before tbs people, 
to detach the people from It and to unite them with us... to present It 
as striving for division and as On Instigator of fratrlddsl fighting ... 
to maks It so look that the :diale people will revolt bacauee of it. In 
tbia my the hletorlcal reeponslbllitjr for the disunity of tbs Albanian 
people and for tbe armed conflict will fall on the national Front." 

One device eiq)layed by Hoodia to discredit tbe Hatlonal Front 
wae to attribute to It the ruin of eveiy village burned by the Heels. 

Another me to portray National Front nesbers es Fheclsta In tbs pay of 
Italy. The National Ilrout ms unable to viitbstand Hoxba's all-out- 
attack and, ulth ite disintegration, Roocba turned hie attention to the army. 

Snbverslon of tbe argy ms directed throufli tbe Shpatl clr* , 
culars (so-called because the signature Shpatl, one of HcKha'e pseudoiyms 



t 
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VB8 afflzad to than). Tho Slqutl circular of Kormbar 3, 1943, for 
Instanoo, had thla to eayi "Bear In mind that tha arny coat ba wall 
uadar tha control of tha Party, Racanti?, va hare noticed in natqr hat- 
taliona a narked lack of Party Influanoe* Thla nhet be renediad 
diataly and anphaaia noat be laid on cOBf)lata control of all hirt^ 
organlaatlone. Party oeUs mat be fomed vltbin the bettallona, and 
through conferencea and Tarioua couraea tha aoldlara noat be kept under 
tha guidance of Party neinbera." 

In October, 1944, after the ulthdraual of tha Naei forcea 
from Albania, Boxha'a Katlonal Liberation Pkont, confidant of Ita 
ebiUty to aelaa and hold pover, declared Itaelf tha Denotretle Gaeen>< 
mant of Albania. Hcnha uaa naned Frenlar, a poet be haa since reUnquiahad 
to Hahnet Sheba, an ardent Party nanber. 

Coonunlat control of Albania has neant that over tha years 
the Albanian people have been persuaded to believe that the whole of 
the free world haa sinister designs on their little country. 

It has been said of Albania that its oentar of gravity ia 
Koscow, Albanian youth looks to Mosoow for cultural and Ideological 
guidance. Despite the downgrading he has undergone in his own country 
and elaewfaare, the late Soviet dictator Stalin is still a hero tO‘ 
Albanians, Portraits and statues of Mm are evsrjrwbsre. They are out.' 
numbared only by those of Hoixha. 



ENVERRCKB&I AIBAtUA'S ARTI^TITOIST 



CAPTICW 

A clo9o-iq> of Enver Hoaduif CouMinlst chief of Albenie. 

Hozhn, em avowed auaiqr of lUgoalavla's Mu-ebal Tito, Is troubled by 
Maacow'e Icalstenoe that he strive for friendly relatione with lugoslavla. 
( 56 - 18384 ) 



